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tar-spotted Nightjar Caprimulgus stellatus has been 
Known tw smence tor litte over a century, since 
being discovered atthe Kassin River. eastem Fihioprt, 
in January 1899 - It has subsequently remained a 
relatively obscure species. observed only occasionally 
and photographed more rarely stall, Consequently. its 
breeding biblogy is unknown’ and status within tts 
lncalised range poorly Known. Zimmerman et al 
describe tas locally conmien inn Kenva on lava 
rock-strew n deserts with scattered areas of bare sands 
Soil, while Sathord etal? report that) Caprimaulgius 
Hellatis was probably also common on the Nechisar 
plains, where its presence wus confined by two road 
kills (R Satford pers comm 
Thespencs owes much of Its enigmatic repuciuon 
t 1S Oealised distabucen, which ws largely restricted 
tb rebeively remote areas ct northern East Atmea [ts 
strongholds We in north arl north-west Renva Cnorth 
OF DTT 15 SN and between 31°95 E and 380 Brand 
central Ethiopia tin the Awash vallew) [tis recorded 
mere sporicdically in Dybett north-west Sontalia, 
southeeust Sudan, and at Arti and Nechisar National 
Parkin Etlnopia-* Starespottcd Niaghqar favours cn 
habitats at low altitudes (possibly up to 1 980nD 
including stony semu-desen, black lava fields. dwart 
bush grasslind and dry. open bushland 
dentition i niide especiully dithicult by an 
Overlap inp distribution with the almost 
mdBunguishible, and possibly more variable, Plan 
Nightjar Caprimulyis tnornatius Both these plainly 
marked species ure small to mediuimesized, and have 
proportionately large heads. Zimmerman ef al’, the 
Only held guide to illustrate and comprehensivels 
deseribe the two, stites that Star-spotted Nightjar as 
Similar to Plain Nighqar but stall plainer, ancl readily 
distinguished tromit by prominent white throat patch 
(usually divided by a dark midline) and smaller white 
tail corners . Inthe cuse of the individual photographed, 
the white throat markings were almost unnoticeable 
even in the hand, und only became apparent by 
closely examining the parted throat feathers. 


Importandy, female Plain Nightjar kicks white in the 
tail and wings. while the male has broader white tips 
to the two outermost tail feathers. Only in the hand, 
When wing and tail patterns can be examined, can 
these species be separated with certainty, 

This inchvidual, believed to be an adult female, 
was caughton 28 November 1999 in Nechisar National 
Park. Fthiopia. It was located shortly alter sunset in 
marginal habitaton the western border ofthe Nechisar 
plains, between grassland and dry open bush. 
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Figure 1. Star-spotted Nightjar Caprimuleus stellatu 
northern Kenya and central Pthiopia. This tema 
November 1999 (Claire Spottiswoode & Micl 


Figure 2. Diagnostic flight-feather pattern of female Star-spotted Nightjar Caprimu/lgus stellatus. Note the smudge of white 
covering just the tip of the outermost tail feathers and the narrow white blotches to the four outermost primaries (Claire 
Spottiswoode & Michael Mills) 
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most indistinguishable Plain 
Orion ly large heads 


dias a useful field characte 


hisar plains, southern Ethiopian Rift Valley; 

f four nightjar species including the little-known 

Caprimuleus solala (described on the basis of a 

ng from a road-kill) and Star-spotted C. stellatus 
SPOLUISNV oode) 
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